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CONSTITUTION 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


ARTICLE  I. 

TITLE  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Society  shall  be  “  The  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.” 

ARTICLE  II. 
objects  of  the  society. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  advancement  of  medical 
knowledge;  the  elevation  of  professional  character;  the  protection  of 
the  interests  of  its  members;  the  extension  of  the  bounds  of  medical 
science;  and  the  promotion  of  all  measures  adapted  to  the  relief  of  suf¬ 
fering,  and  to  improve  the  health  and  protect  the  lives  of  the  community. 

ARTICLE  III. 
members  of  the  society. 

Sect.  1.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  Delegates  and  Permanent  Mem¬ 
bers. 

Sect.  2.  The  Delegates  shall  receive  their  appointments  from  the 
County  Societies,  and  to  them  and  to  the  permanent  members  shall  be 
intrusted  the  management  of  the  business  and  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Sect.  3.  Every  Delegate,  before  admission  to  a  seat  in  the  Society, 
shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation  signed  by  the  President  or 
Secretary  of  his  County  Society,  shall  sign  the  Constitution,  and  pay 
the  assessment. 

Sect.  4.  Every  Delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for  one  year,  or 
until  another  is  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  5.  Every  Member  of  a  County  Society  having  once  served  as 
Delegate,  shall  thereafter  be  a  Permanent  Member  of  the  State  Society, 
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so  long  as  he  conforms  to  its  regulations  and  is  in  good  standing  in  his 
County  Society. 

Sect.  6.  Permanent  Members  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  participate  in 
discussions  and  elections,  and  have  all  the  privileges  of  Delegates,  ex¬ 
cept  eligibility  to  the  offices  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  four  Vice- 
Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  two  Recording  Secretaries,  a 
Treasurer,  and  five  Censors  for  each  of  the  six  censorial  districts. 

Sect.  2.  Each  officer  shall  be  elected  by  vote,  on  a  general  ticket,  and 
shall  serve  for  one  year,  or  until  another  is  elected  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  3.  Tone  but  delegates  shall  be  eligible  to  the  offices  of  Presi¬ 
dent,  Vice-Presidents,  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  or  Delegates  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Medical  Association ;  but  permanent  members  may  be  appointed 
upon  committees  of  the  Society.* 

ARTICLE  V. 
duties  of  officers. 

Sect.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve  order, 
perform  such  other  duties  as  custom  and  parliamentary  usage  may  re¬ 
quire,  and  shall  open  the  annual  session  with  an  address.  He  shall  not 
be  eligible  two  terms  in  succession. 

Sect.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents,  when  called  upon,  shall  assist  the  Pre¬ 
sident  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  during  the  absence  of,  or 
at  the  request  of  the  President,  one  of  them  shall  officiate  in  his  place. 
They  shall  not  be  eligible  two  terms  in  succession. 

Sect.  3.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspond¬ 
ence,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually  appertain  to  that  office. 

Sect.  4.  The  Recording  Secretaries  shall  keep  correct  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Society,  and,  when  approved,  shall  fairly  transcribe 
the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose.  They  shall  have  charge 
of  all  papers  belonging  to  the  Society,  other  than  those  appertaining  to 
the  Treasurer  and  Corresponding  Secretary ;  and  shall  give  due  notice 
of  the  annual  meetings. 

*  By  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  session  of  May,  1855,  it  was  declared  “to  he 
the  sense  of  this  Society,  that,  agreeably  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
no  one  can  be  placed  on  nomination  for  the  offices  of  President,  Vice-President, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  or  Delegates  to  the  American  MedicaFAssociation,  ex¬ 
cepting  Delegates  who  are  in  actual  attendance  at  the  sessions  of  the  Society.” 
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Sect.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Society,  and  disburse  them  as  directed,  preserving  vouchers  for  the 
same.  He  shall  annually  present  a  statement  of  the  finances  of  the 
Society,  which  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  delegates,  to 
be  audited.  He  shall  give  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duties,  whenever  the  Society  shall  judge  it  requisite. 

Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Censors  of  each  district,  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  County  Societies-;  and  if  they  find 
nothing  in  the  said  laws  and  regulations,  contrary  to  the  letter  or  spirit 
of  those  of  the  State  Society,  the  Censors  shall  indorse  on  them  the 
word  “approved,”  with  their  signatures  and  the  date  of  such  approval, 
and  transmit  one  copy  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  State 
Society,  and  another  to  the  Secretary  of  the  County  Society. 

Sect.  T.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty,  in  case  of  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  a  County  Society  by  a  member  who  may  conceive  himself  aggrieved 
thereby,  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  to  give  their  deci¬ 
sion  thereon,  which  shall  be  final.  They  shall  report  their  decisions 
through  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  annually. 

Sect.  8.  Three  Censors  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  be  competent 
to  transact  business. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

OF  THE  CODNTY  SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  The  members  of  the  profession  in  any  county  of  this  State, 
who  desire  so  to  do,  may  form  themselves  into  a  County  Society : 
Provided,  that  public  notice  of  the  proposed  meeting  for  the  purpose 
be  given,  and  that  all  the  regular  members  of  the  profession  in  the 
county  be  invited  to  join  therein.  The  said  Society  may  adopt  rales 
for  their  government,  provided  the  same  do  not  contravene  those  of  the 
State  Society;  may  elect  officers,  and  do  such  other  matters  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  their  association  :  Provided  also, 
That  in  any  county  where  no  Society  exists,  the  members  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  in  such  county  shall  have  the  privilege  of  uniting  with  the  As¬ 
sociation  of  any  adjoining  city  or  county ;  which  membership  shall 
continue  during  the  time  that  no  organized  Society  shall  exist  in  the 
county  in  which  they  reside. 

Sect.  2.  iNo  one  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  a  County  Society, 
unless  he  is  either  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  some  respectable  Medical 
School,  or  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  Board  recognized  by  the 
State  Society,  or  has  been  a  practitioner  for  at  least  fifteen  years ;  and 
who,  moreover,  is  in  good  moral  and  professional  standing  in  the  place 
where  he  resides,  and  is  a  regular  practitioner. 
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Sect.  3.  Any  physician  who  shall  procure  a  patent  for  a  remedy,  or 
instrument  of  surgery,  or  who  sells  or  deals  in  patent  remedies  or  nos¬ 
trums,  or  who  shall  enter  into  a  collusive  agreement  with  an  apothecary 
to  receive  pecuniary  compensation  or  patronage,  for  sending  his  pre¬ 
scriptions  to  said  apothecary,  or  who  prescribes  a  remedy  without  know¬ 
ing  its  composition,  or  who  shall  hereafter  give  a  certificate  in  favor 
of  a  patent  remedy  or  instrument,  shall  be  disqualified  from  becoming 
or  remaining  a  member  of  a  County  Society. 

Sect.  4.  As  soon  as  a  County  Society  is  organized,  the  Secretary 
thereof  shall  transmit  to  the  Censors  of  the  district  two  copies  of  their 
rules  and  regulations,  with  the  names  of  the  officers  and  members;  and 
as  soon  as  one  of  the  said  copies  is  returned  with  the  approval  of  the 
said  Censors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  the  Society  shall  be  authorized  to 
elect  one  delegate  to  the  State  Society  for  every  five  of  its  members, 
and  one  delegate  where  the  Society  does  not  consist  of  five  members. 

Sect.  5.  Every  County  Society  shall  enforce  the  observance  by  its 
members  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  the  State  Society;  and  they 
shall  be  authorized  to  censure  or  expel  any  member  convicted  of  violating 
its  provisions. 

Sect.  6.  Any  member  of  a  County  Society  who  is  censured  or  ex¬ 
pelled,  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  Censors  of  the  district;  Pro¬ 
vided,  the  said  appeal  be  filed  within  three  months  after  the  date  of  said 
act  of  censure  or  expulsion. 

Sect.  1.  Any  member  who  is  expelled,  shall  be  debarred  from  the 
rights  of  consultation,  or  the  privileges  of  professional  intercourse  with 
any  member  of  the  State  Society. 

Sect.  8.  The  County  Societies  shall  report  annually  to  the  State 
Society,  a  list  of  their  officers  and  members,  any  new  rules  which  they 
may  adopt,  and  such  other  matters  as  they  may  deem  interesting. 

Sect.  9.  Each  County  Society  shall  have  a  right  to  fix  a  fee  bill  for 
regulating  the  charges  of  its  members  for  professional  services. 

Sect.  10.  The  County  Societies  shall  hold,  at  least,  two  meetings  in 
each  year. 

Sect.  11.  Each  Society  shall  have  full  authority  to  adopt  such  mea¬ 
sures  as  they  may  deem  most  efficient  for  mutual  improvement,  for 
exciting  a  spirit  of  emulation,  for  facilitating  the  dissemination  of  use¬ 
ful  information,  for  promoting  friendly  intercourse  among  its  members, 
and  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science. 

Sect.  12.  If  any  County  Medical  Society  shall  neglect  to  perform 
all  such  acts  as  may  be  required  to  be  done  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
Society,  or  shall  commit  any  act  which  may  be  considered  derogatory 
to  the  honor  of  the  medical  profession,  such  County  Society  shall,  during 
such  delinquency,  have  their  privileges  as  a  portion  of  the  State  Society 
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suspended,  and  their  delegates  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  seat  at  its 
sessions. 

ARTICLE  YII. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

Sect.  1.  The  Society  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting  in  the  month  of 
June  of  each  year. 

Sect.  2.  The  time  of  the  meeting  shall  be  the  second  "Wednesday  in 
the  month.  The  place  shall  be  determined,  for  each  succeeding  year, 
by  a  vote  of  the  Society. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

OF  THE  FENDS. 

Funds  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Annual  Meetings,  and  current 
expenses  of  the  Society,  shall  be  raised  by  an  assessment  on  the  County 
Societies,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Delegates  to  which  said 
Societies  may  be  entitled. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

CODE  OF  ETHICS. 

The  Society  adopts,  as  a  part  of  its  regulations,  the  Code  of  Ethics 
of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

ARTICLE  X. 

OF  THE  CENSORIAL  DISTRICTS. 

Sect.  1.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  Six  Districts,  as  follows, 
viz. :  The  first  shall  comprise  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Delaware, 
Chester,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Lehigh,  Berks,  Schuylkill,  Lebanon, 
Dauphin,  and  Lancaster.  ^ 

Sect.  2.  The  second,  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Pike,  Wayne, 
Susquehanna,  Luzerne,  Columbia,  Northumberland,  and  Bradford. 

Sect.  3.  The  third,  of  Lycoming,  Tioga,  Potter,  Centre,  and  Union. 

Sect.  4.  The  fourth,  of  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Perry,  Cumberland, 
Adams,  York,  Franklin,  and  Bedford. 

Sect.  5.  The  fifth,  of  Beaver,  Alleghany,  Washington,  Greene,  Fay¬ 
ette,  Westmoreland,  Cambria,  Indiana,  Armstrong,  and  Butler. 

Sect.  6.  The  sixth,  of  Mercer,  Yenango,  Jefferson,  Crawford,  Erie, 
W  arren,  McKean,  and  Clearfield ;  and  such  counties  as  have  been,  or 
may  be  formed  of  the  above  counties  in  each  district. 
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ARTICLE  XI. 

PROVISIONS  FOR  AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
made  in  writing ;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ;  but,  if 
objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over  until  the 
next  annual  meeting,  when,  if  it  receive  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
voters  present,  it  shall  be  adopted. 


BY-LAWS. 

OF  THE  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

1.  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
call  to  order;  or  in  case  of  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a  chairman 
shall  be  appointed  pro  tempore  for  the  purpose. 

2.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  examine  the  credentials  of 
delegates. 

3.  Report  of  the  above  committee. 

4.  Calling  the  roll. 

5.  Reading  the  minutes. 

6.  Any  business  which  requires  early  consideration  may,  by  permis¬ 
sion,  be  introduced. 

T.  Reports  from  the  County  Societies. 

8.  The  correspondence  shall  be  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

9.  Written  communications  on  medical  subjects  may  be  read  and 
discussed. 

10.  Oral  communications  may  be  made  and  discussed. 

11.  Resolutions  introducing  new  business. 

12.  The  selection  of  a  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

13.  Election  of  officers. 

14.  Unfinished  and  miscellaneous  business. 


STANDING  RESOLUTIONS. 
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STANDING  RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  Publication  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  seven,  of  which  the  Recording  Secretaries,  the  Corresponding  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  the  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  shall  form  a  part,  the 
remainder  to  be  selected  from  the  body  of  the  Society. 

Resolved ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Publication 
to  arrange  for  publication,  in  conjunction  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Society,  all  reports  and  other  documents  referred  to  them;  to  publish, 
as  far  as  possible,  all  reports  in  full,  as  presented;  but  to  exercise  a 
discretionary  power  as  to  what  portion  or  portions  of  the  addenda 
accompanying  the  said  reports  shall  be  published.  (Tide  Transactions 
for  1851,  pages  11  and  12.) 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Publication  be  requested  to  furnish 
annually  to  the  Epidemiological  Society  of  London,  a  copy  of  the  pub¬ 
lished  Transactions  of  this  Society.  (Vide  Transactions  for  1853,  p.  20.) 

Resolved,  That  the  several  County  Societies  be  earnestly  requested  to 
append  to  their  annual  reports  brief  notices  of  such  of  their  members  as 
may  have  died  during  the  year.  (Tide  Transactions  for  1854,  page  IT.) 

Whereas,  Section  1  of  Article  IV.  of  the  Constitution  provides  for 
the  election  of  five  Censors  for  each  of  the  six  censorial  districts,  and 
Sects.  6  and  7  of  Art.  V.  constitute  the  Censors  of  each  district  a  court 
of  final  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  County 
Societies;  And  whereas,  in  the  present  organization  of  this  Society  it  is 
impossible  to  make  appointments  for  each  of  the  six  districts ;  therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  Censors  elected  conjointly  for  the  first  and  second 
districts,  for  the  third  and  fourth  districts,  and  for  the  fifth  and  sixth 
districts,  shall  have  full  and  complete  jurisdiction,  under  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  in  all  cases  arising,  respectively,  iu  the  first  and  second,  in  the  third 
and  fourth,  and  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  districts.  (Vide  Transactions  for 

1855,  pages  15  and  16.) 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Publication  be  instructed  to  issue 
the  Transactions  hereafter  in  farts,  to  be  paged  continuously ;  and  that 
when  as  many  are  issued  as  will  form  a  volume  of  about  500  pages,  that 
an  index  aud  title  be  appended  to  the  last  part.  (Vide  Transactions  for 

1856,  page  15.) 

Resolved,  That  hereafter,  the  Committee  of  Nomination  be  instructed 
to  propose  one  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  who  shall  act  as  chair¬ 
man,  and  who  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  place  at  which  the  Transactions 
are  to  be  published.  (Ibid.,  page  15.) 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  TIIE  SOCIETY. 


1848. 

*Samuel  Humes,  M.  I)., 

Lancaster  County. 

1849. 

Prof.  Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D., 

Philadelphia  County. 

1850. 

Wilmer  Worthington,  M.  P., 

Chester  County. 

1851. 

Charles  Innes,  M.  D., 

Northampton  County 

1S52. 

Hiram  Corson,  M.D., 

Montgomery  County. 

1853. 

*  John  P.  Hiester,  M.D., 

Berks  County. 

1854. 

Jacob  B.  Gemmill,  M.  D., 

Huntingdon  County. 

1855. 

James  S.  Carpenter,  M.  D., 

Schuylkill  County. 

1856. 

Rene  La  Roche,  M.  D., 

Philadelphia  County. 

1857. 

John  L.  Atlee,  M.D., 

Lancaster  County. 

1858. 

Smith  Cunningham,  M.D., 

Beaver  CouDty. 

1859. 

D.  Francis  Condie,  M.  H., 

Philadelphia  County. 

1860  and  1861. 

Edward  Wallace,  M.  I)., 

Berks  County. 

1862. 

Geo.  F.  Horton,  M.  D., 

Bradford  County. 

*  Denotes  deceased. 


PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 
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PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 


NAMES. 

1862. 

POST-OFFICE. 

COUNTY. 

Allison,  George  W. 

Beaver, 

Beaver. 

Anderson,  William 

Indiana, 

Indiana. 

Ash,  H.  St.  Clair 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Atkinson,  William  B. 

i  t 

it 

Atlee,  Washington  L. 

it 

i  i 

Bache,  Franklin 

li 

it 

Bell,  John 

it 

li 

Brooke,  John 

Reeseville, 

Chester. 

Brookfield,  J. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Carson,  Joseph 

it 

it 

Christy,  R.  W. 

Duncansville, 

Blair. 

Coates,  B.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Comfort,  J.  J. 

Conshohocken, 

Montgomery. 

Condie,  D.  Francis 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Corse,  James  M. 

it 

i  l 

Corson,  Hiram 

Plymouth  Meeting, 

Montgomery. 

Curtis,  Levi 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Darrach,  William 

i  t 

it 

Edge,  John  P. 

Downingtown, 

Chester. 

Emanuel,  Manly 

Linwood, 

Delaware. 

Emerson,  G. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Evans,  Isaac  Newton 

Hatborough, 

Montgomery. 

Fish,  A.  II. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Fricke,  Albert 

it 

t  i 

Galbraith,  James 

Landisburg, 

Perry. 

Gilbert,  David 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Gross,  S.  D. 

it 

it 

Harrison,  F.  C. 

Bloomsburg, 

Columbia. 

Hartshorne,  Henry 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Hatfield,  N.  L. 

1 1 

it 

Helffenstein,  Abm. 

It 

It 

Horton,  Geo.  F. 

Terrytown, 

Bradford. 

Johnson,  W.  N. 

Germantown, 

Philadelphia. 

Kennedy,  Alfred  L. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Knight,  William  L. 

it 

It 
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PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 


NAMES. 

POST-OFFICE. 

COUNTY. 

Lamb,  John  F. 

Frankford, 

Philadelphia. 

Leidy,  Joseph 

Philadelphia, 

u 

McReynolds,  H.  W. 

Buckhorn, 

Columbia. 

Marr,  Charles 

Scranton, 

Luzerne. 

Mayburry,  William 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Moore,  William 

Womelsdorf, 

Berks. 

Murphey,  A. 

Parkesburg, 

Chester. 

Nagle,  Hiester  M. 

Fleetwood, 

Berks. 

Nebinger,  A. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Ramsay,  J. 

Bloomsburg, 

Columbia. 

Sargent,  Winthrop 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Schrack,  John 

Shannonville, 

Montgomery. 

Smaltz,  J.  Henry 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Somers,  Lewis  S. 

U 

U 

Sputz,  John  H. 

Reading, 

Berks. 

Stevenson,  J.  M. 

Adamsburg, 

Westmoreland. 

Stille,  Alfred, 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Swartz,  Joseph 

Duncannon, 

Perry. 

Thomas,  Isaac 

West  Chester, 

Chester. 

Thomas,  R.  P. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

Ulrich,  Daniel  A. 

Reading, 

Berks. 

Wallace,  Edward 

U 

U 

Winans,  Isaac 

New  Brighton, 

Beaver. 

